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The Subſtance of a LETTER, 


occahioned by a Dilcourle of the Time 
CALLED 


CHRISTMAS, 


L, N. 


Haye in mind thy Friendly Viſit after our Dirty Abuſe 

I and thy Admonition,ſcalonable,as thou it may be thought'ſt 
for the future. But as for the Apoſtolical Tradition of 
Chriſtmas, which Miou ſaidſt thou hadft read in teveral Au- 
thors, I am fo ualatisficd in it, that I have a Dckire to obtain 
the fight oi one of them: for love to read a Piece that does 
fay the urmeſt. *Tis a Maxim, None would be Deceived. Tam 
fure I would not, and would not have others, I have readſome 
of the moſt leained Antiquaries and Chronologers concerning 
it, Our Coumry-man F. Selden, ſpeaks as much for ict, Frhunk, 
as can be, in a Treatile of it under his Name, and more: than 
way be, ſhewing more Reading than Ingenuoulnets, or Ingeni- 
ouſneſs through Inconfiſtency ( and ſo no Genuinnefs in tlie 
Tcatiſe) obvious to a mean Underſtanding. Four though ſuch 
Authors (Antiquaries) like Travailers, think they may Lye by 
Authority, becaute few can contradit them; ' yet many may 
when they contradia themſelyes, yea, almoft any. For, own. 
ing f/. Selden's Aﬀertion in his Review, viz. That in the EaGern 
Ehurch the Celebration of that. Day was not received onthe 
25th of December, till the _ Tradition of it os" 
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(2) © 
from the Weſtern about feur hundred years after Chrift. This 
Treatiſe: to vindicate him from inclin:ng to the Paritan, reels. 
quite ever the Proteſtant; and for icar ot tlie Brand of their hot 
Brain, as he faye-, he leaps into the 'Vurgatory of the Poprſh Te- 
net of the inherent Holinel. of the ExaRt time, and trac upon 
the Ground of unwritten Tradition; which !.e gives no Reaton 
for rot being faſt Known in the Eaſtera Church, as well as the 
written ; which £ blurcity iwplics a Contradition. And he 
ſhewsno Author in the fiſt four hundred years before the inſti- 
tution of it that mcntions it : But Clemens of Alexandria 
(where was a Patri -1chal Church, being in the Faſt, where the 
Church Cycles were kept, wherein there is no Rule for this 
Epicycle, nor gives this Treatiſe any, why it ſhould be retro- 
grade from Kowe thither) he taxcth them of Curioſity that 
pretend to know either the Day, the Moneth er the Year of 
Chriſt's Birth, and ſpea\ s of two Opinions about it, falling both 
in Summer Time. And this Clemens lived about Eighty Ycars 
after the Apoſtle time. If all the Eaftern Churches had ſlept 
all that time, they would (as they Story of the Seven Sleepers) 
at their awaking have remembred ſurely, whether they had kept 
it in Summer or Winter; {eeing the Tradition of it, which the 
later Fathers write of, was on the Winter Solftice- Day, that is 
Two Weeks before the time wherein it is now obſerved; which 
is another Contradiftion, to ſay, That the Exa#t time of the 
Birth only w ſacred, which was at the Solſtice, and yet far, 
That. the Tradition of that Day, 4s it ts now kept through all 
Chriſtendom, « both Apoſtolical and as Arcient 4s the Birth it 
ſelf : whereas the 7alian and Gregorian Account of it: differ 
Ten Dayes one from another, and both differ from the T:ue 
Account according to Afronomy. Can all theſe three be the 
ExaR Time, eſpecially ours of the Dienyſian Account, which 
wakes. (as Sealiger ſhews) the Birth of Chrift to have been Two 
Years aſter Hored's Death, who ſought his Life ? Or can the 
very Name of the 25th of December, though not the Exa&t 
Time, makeit ſacred by inherent Holineſs in the T'me? He 
calls Cardex Impious for tying the Myſtery of the Sacred Time 
tothe Rules of A#rology, and yct tying it kimlſelf tothe —_— 
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of Aftro.omy (which he confefſes Uncer ain; another Cortra- 
eiion,). and to the Courſe of the Sunonly, and not allo of the 
Moon, as well as the Paſſion Day, about the T-me of which all 
Chriſtendom was in Broiles, and Excommunicating one another, 
Concerning which ke faith, Peter, and James, and Jokn teach» 
ing at Alexandria, taught Mark, Biſhop there, the true Time of 
that Feaſt. Did the Apeftles then conſpire to carry anay tic 
Tradition of the Birth Day ſo cloſely from 4ark.to Heme ? 
Why ! was it that Peter's Suceeſſor there ſhould teach Atark's 
Succefſor the Exa& Time, four hundred years after, to ſhew the 
Pre-eminen:e of that Seca? Muft chat Feaft alone be retrograde 
in their Divinity grounded on Afronomy? And was it Apoſtolt 
cal, and from the Birth it ſelf, before Apoftles were, and before 
fome of them werein being ; a Miracle beyond the Papiſts) 
to confirm his Pepiſh Tenet) Did his Brethren thar detpited 
him, the Carpenter, keep it from tis Birth ? or his Father repu- 
ted and Mother, to whom he was obedient, keep ir, contrary 
to their Fathers Examples, and their Account, after the Example 
of Hered the Ianmean, and the Romans, and their Account (as 
it is now, and as he fayes it was) who, as Polydere Virgilſayes, 
received that Cuſtom from the Perſians of Obſerving Birth- 
day ez. As this man deth frem the Example of thoſe that kept 
the Birth-daycs of Philoſophers, Princes and Heathen Gods, ſay- 
ing, Therfere he that ſernples it #0 Chrift, deſerves not the Name 
ef a Chriſtian: But then he ſhould have ſhewn, that the Apo- 
ftles got that Name vupen that account, and that they facrifi- 
ced Mcn to him a'fo, as the Heathen did here in Prittain, and 
elſc-where, to their Gods, and what not; for one will follow 
as well as the other, from that Reaſon of his; and { did many 
things elſe, as Ho/pinian ſhews, who diſputes this Point largely 
aga:nft Beflarmine, which this man takes for granted, namely, 
the Sacednefs of Times, not by Inſtitution, but ef .themſelyes 
by Inhirrence, takin» no notice of him (nor of the Anſwers of 
Preteſt arts to his Teſtimonies for unwricten Tradition) only he 
mentioning him amongft thoſe Learned Mcn that oppoſe the 
Day, as Beroald, Panlu de Midleburge, Suſliga, Fof. Scaliger, 
Kepler, Wolphimi, Lidiat, Calviſiua, Caſanhorn, &c. But he 
lays, 
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fayes he did it according to InſtruRions : It ſeems he had not a 
mind to it, but as aforeſaid; for the Times turning, it * by 
kim Twenty Years, it may ſeem, when it ſhould in its way have 
informed Oppoſers ( if ingenuous or genuine) and for any 
thing that appears by the Edition 1661. without his direion 
came out to countenance the Times, when it was like to be pecu- 
niary ſeven years after his Death, which CharaRers were uſy- 
ally urged againſt Suppoſititious Pieces, as againftthe Conſtity- 
tions of Clement, &c, There: was fomething init allo (increaſing 
the Suſpition) that he being a Lawyer, anclining to the Magi- 
rates Power about Religion (with the Ereſt:ans) as appeared 
in his Hiſtory of Tythes, and the Aſſembly of Livines, ſhould 
yet here take the Plea of ſome Divinesfor the Sacrednels of this, 
and glad of ſucha Divinity that's but grounded on Aſtronomy. For 
he ſayes, That Petcr and Mark an Hundred Years after Chriſt”s 
Birth, grew better Aftrenomers, and ſqgttled Eaſter. It is a 
Wonder then, they ſettled not this other tao, but left it at ran- 
dom to the Error of the Fathers (as he confcfleth, becaule, as 
he ſayes, they were no good Aſtronomers) and of all Chriftian- 
Churches ever ſince, to Prophane the ExaQt Sacred Time, as he 
call; it, and all the immoveable Feaſts depending onit, aſter the 
Courſe of the Sun and Example of the Heather. Theſe things 
and the Authorities he brings from Nieephorus Califtws, a Fabu- 
lous Author, An. 1300. and the Martyrology of Rome, and 
the 1cnology, which might ſuit the Time to the veceived Cuſtom 
then (as in the Chronicle of Alexandria the Tranſlator made the 
21th of December the 25th, he fayes) with other Suſpitious 
Tcſt imonies of later Times, that he brings, are not ſufficient 
(to uſe his own Expreſſions) to inform a Judgment againft the 
Silence or contrary Teſtimony of the fi; four hundred years (if 
the Queſtion depended there) Chry/oſtom knowing nothing of 
that 1+ only Inſtance of Nicomedia, fo neay him inplace and 
. time (which alſo contradiQts his Aﬀertion of the Ealt not know- 
ing it for four hundred years) nor the Armenians at this day, 
who keep it not yet, then knowing netking of it, nor of Chry- 
ſoſton*s Sermon about it. If the Exaftaeſs of Chr;/.ftom's In- 
ftruftions trom Keme be credible (on which the main oy” 
lies 


lies) that the very Day of Qurimm his Taxation in Jury wa? 
found in Keme to be on the Winter Solſtice Day, and the Year 
not found, as he proves, contradifting his Authoritie: out of 
Barbarous Tranſlations out of Ex/ebiws and Africanw; its an 
A: gumebt againſt 1t ; lecing 'tis probable thereby, that the 
Tradition 6! tie S#!ſtice Day ſprung from that (not bein 
known hetore) the Taxation being then foun?, if truly delize- 
red, to be about the Solſtice: As Ceſar dch,n'd his two Paffa- 
ges into Brit: ain by the Equinox. | 

] have been the longer on him, as being the only Man I have 
read of the inherent Holinefs of the Time, and Apuſtolical Tra- 
dition of it, that thou alledgedſt; and it may be the Author 
thou meancſt, ſtiled , The Eminenily Learned nt quary, 


And as for thy other Allegationin thy Admenition, viz. That 
al ENGLAND keeps #7. 

He that reads the Church-Hiftories, and minds the Eff:As of 
preſſing the National Worſhips, and the Sufferirgs that the 
ſincere Worſhippers, according to what was manitcſt to them, 
have undergone in all Ages, will think that alſo an infufficient 
Argument, to inform the Judgment, or to quiet the Conch 
ence, by tle ſubjeRing it thereto, For beſides what the hoy 
Scriptures record, of Nebxchadr.ezzar bis prefling his Religion 
he had deviſed, and caſting the three Children, for rejuling to 
ſubmit to it, into the Fiery Furnace : of the Perſians caſting 
Dariel into the Lyons Den, for ſeiting his Window open, and 
praying to God,contrary to their Law,%c. Other Hiſtories alſo 
relate how the Greciany forced their Worſhips on the Jews, as in 
the Maccabers the ernelty of Anticchw to them is notorious. After 
them the Romans preſſed theirs on the Chriſtsans ;, who not being 
ſubje& to them therein,were put to Death þy them. And ſo was 
Paw himſelf, who had tranſgrefſed his own Precept in his Epi- 
file to the Kewany, chap, 13, 1, Let every Soul be ſubjeFt to the 
Higher Powers, &c. (urged fo often againft us) if he had urs 
derſtood it in Religious Matters, that the Romany ſhould be 
ſubje& to their Emperour thereinz who on the contrary ſuffer» 
ed moſt Cruel Torments, _ than to condeſcend to Swear at 
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their Command, during three hundred years. Afterward the 
Chriſtians (eſpecially the Arriens) perſecuted one another, for 
National Worſhips, as the Emperors came to be on their fide. 
After them the Papiſts for many Ages. Fe the Proteſtants ; 
' Ab-:4,. though about Anne 1548. in Germany a Coun- 
= > ret cil or aſſembly of therfi there declared, That 
Ceremonies impoſed were bad, and they that ſub- 
Hiſt. of Counc.of g;rred to them were Cenſured : And before that 
—_— 295 459 had the Name of Proteſtants, for proteſting 
5970395 againſt the D:cree for Fort:ble Impoſing Mat- 
fers concerning Religion : Yet afterwards the prevailing Party 
among them have Perſecuted the other aboutConformity to their 
National Worſhips; and cauſed that none ſhould Buy nor Sell, 
but ſuch as had their Mark and their Name in the Forehead of 
their Profeſſion, and vailed Bonnet to their Mais Times. I; not 
that an evident Mark of bowing to an Image of their own 
making? for Chrift commanded no ſuch Image of him. Moſ- 
pinian ſayes, This is attributed to Antichrift, 
De Orig, Feſt. ; | 

Ar. cap. 3. Dan. 7. as the Papiſts, to make Holy Days, one 
more thanan another, in regard of the Myſtery, 

In this Particular, in his Treatiſe of the Birth Day of the Lord, 
he fayes, He believes they inſtituted it in the Moneth of De- 
cember, not becauſe they believed Chriſt was then born, but 
that they turned the Feaſts of their God Saturn into it, which 
were kept at Reme at that time; and he ſhews wherein Cuſtoms 
agreed that were obſerved inthem beth, in very many ReſpeRs. 
Here in England Polydore Virgil inſtances one of the Lords of 
Miſrule, uſed in theſe Feaſt;, Some ſay Falins Ceſar*s Feaſts 
were turned into it at York , therefore called /ule there. Afﬀer 
which manner Hoſpinian ſhews very many Feaſt; in the Church 
came to be inſtituted. Nazianten and Clarime. Lnithprandys 
ſhew the agreement of Riots in both Feaſts. Tertulian calls 
New-Tears Gifts Saturn's {Saturnalitia) lo doth Ferom. Green 
things were alſo uſed by the Heathes, and AM:fſelro reverenced 
by the Pricſts here in Britain, called Druides. The time of the 
bringing them in by Pope Leo and others, in condeſcending to 


the Heathen, is ſhewed in Psſgah Evangelica, namely, to ſuit 
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the Geths, and thoſe other Barbarous Nations in Religions, how 
he'buought many things into the Church agreeable thereto, as 
had been done in ſeveral things at ſeveral times before. And 
muſt they not go out again, when they are diſcovered ? Muſt 
Chriflians be forced to keep up the Monuments of Idolatry and 
Superſtition in Goſpel Times? ſceing the Fews in the time of 
the Law were commanced to deſtroy them, as 'in Det. 12. 
and many other places. And the Galatians were ſulpeRed for 
obſerving Dayes, and Times, and Afoxeths, and Years, which 
had been once indulged to the Jews, and ordained by God. 
And ſhould we be compelled to keep thoſe he never commanded? 
Secrates Ecclel. wholived ſoon after the Stirs about - 
keeping Eafer, fayes, Onr Saviour and bu Apoſt'cs © 
never commanded his by any Law, « the Law of Moles did,C>e. 
| rs NG alſo faith the fame.) But that Chriſtians , ,, . 32, 
rawn by a certain Cuſtom,by Tradition, becauſe they ; 

loved holy dayes to reſt from labours, as.every one thought good 
celebrated the Pafſion. jJerom (on Ga!,) to the Queſtion of Fe- 
ftivals, faith, All dayes are equal; and the holy day of the Reſurre- 
Aion is alwayes : and faith, He eats the Lord's Fleſh alwayes, &c. 
Durand faith (1.6 c.1.) More than Five Thouſand Feſtivals fall 
on every day through the whole year;{@ it ſhould be a continual Feaſt 
(as a good C enſcience is) if the Kingdom'of God conſiſted in meat 
and drink,, which the Apoftle ſaith it doth not, but in R:z2hreouf- 
neſ;,Peace and Foyinthe Holy Ghoſt. | have read inſevecral 6fthe 
Fathers,asChry/oſtom, 7 erom,T heodoret,Euth)mins,That God tndul- 
ged ſeveral things tothe Jews as toChilaren, to bring them off from 
Idols, and from performing them to Idols, as in this of Feaſt s,becauſe 
they loved Beky-Chear ;, God ſuffered them tobe done to himſelf, in 
their own reſpet, not hue, who took no Pleaſure in them, Pl,50,& FI. 
And on that ofthe Prophet, Spake [a word of Sacrifices, &c. only 
obey my Voice. Rabanu & Lyranote (on fer.7,& Iſa.66.) That 
Ordinances concerning ſuch things were not gives till after they had 
wor ſhipped the Golden Calf | as they had learned of the Egyptians | 
and ſate down te eat and drink, androſe up toplay. But Chriſt put 
an end toſuch things when the time was come that God ſought 
fuch to worſhip him, as did it in Spirit and Truth, and not their 
B 2 owp 
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own Bellies. He appointed no Wprfhip then with Feafting nor- 
with Faſting. And as for the Typ&s of the Paſchal Lamb,&c, he 
fulfilled & put an end to them,& all thatPrieſthood with irs Rites. 
He commanded, to give ro Cretar the things that are Czlar's and 
to God the things that are God's. And he gave Tribute to Ceſar, 
though free,and his Apoſtle. Therecin we have his Example too, 
as wellas God's Command to the Fews tolivc quietly under Ne- 
buchadnez.zar : But neither commanded to give to them the Ho- 
nour due to himſelf, to appoint his Worſhip for him, Muſt God 
be at Man”: Courtefie, (CHRIST placed in their PANTHE- 
ON) as thoſe called the Fathers reaſoned with them of old, 
who conlecrated them for Gods whom themſelve: pleaſed, and 
appeinted Feaſts and Temples for them ? God appointed his own 
Worſhip in the Law, and left it not to Man to appoint it z much 
leſs in the Goſpel,when it is promiſed, Te ſhaft be all taught of Ged. 
And he appoints his own Miniſters, wkom hepleaſctr, not Man. 
He faith, /n vain ds ye worſhip me, teaching for Doftrines the Tra- 
ditions or Commands of Men. It hath been accounted a good Pro- 
teſtant Plea, to argue frem. the Scripture negatively. There is 
no Command in the Scripture (nor Example, that I remember, 
beſides Herod's) to keep a Birth-dayz neither therein doth the 
- Time thereof appear. _— ſome of the Ancients would ſeem 


to prove it from Lake 1. upon miſtake of Za- 
el Fo" com- 


2 , kane with 1 Chr. &:4aria4's bring High Prieſt (wherein the Uncer- 


24 13. tainty of the Teſtimony of the Fathers alone doth 
| appear} who as Scaliger fayes, concluded there- 
upon, againſt the Scriptures, that to be the time, from the High 
Prieſts time of burning Incenſe : whereas it appears plainly there, 
that Zacharias was of the 8th courſe,to burn Incenſe in his courſe, 
in the Temple only. And on that Error, Scal:ger faith (whom 
the Learned call The great Critick of Times) depended the Inflitu- 
tionof the 25th of Docember, not before the year 409. But there's 
more gronnd or argument from Zake 1.26. that it was not at that 
time, but in Su»»er (or abput the time of kis Suffering) accor- 
ding to what Clem. Alex. (ayes of the Eaſtern People, £21 ptiens, 
Arabians,cc. If the ſixth Moneth there ſpoken of, was the fixth 
Moneth of the Year (as well as of Elszaberh\ as the Language of 
we Scripture is,& of the Fathers,according to the Fews —_— 
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Ard the Rule in Interpretations is, accorlins to Bp. Andrews (of 
Comm.) Jn ambiguis ntrumgq,, Hoth Sen/es tobe taken when analogy 
of Faith will atios it, a» it will here. Ard it t ole that Clemers 
Alec, ipeak- of did conclude from hi nce, thyugh uncertain, yet 
'twas more (ate, tha: for the other to conclude upon a certain fall- 
hood : But tl at, as the Author excules it, The Fathers «ſ1:g the 
| Seritare Language ard Jews Manner in the numerical Title of the 
Moxeths (aswedo; wherein he has given u: Authority from the 
Fati.ers as well as Scriptures, for naming the Moneths not after 
the Heatheniſhmanner,and Names of their Gods) that they ſhould 
therevy miſtake the gth moneth of the Egyptians for the gth moneth 
of theJews,is as credible as the other Miracles,& that they ſhou!d 
miſtake Summer for Winter as aforeſaid: and both are Arguments 
againſt the conſtant Tradition of it. Some will ſay, What a buſt- 
neſs*ris to keep a Day in Remembrance of Chriſt, without Scripture= 
proef / And weſay, What a buſineſs they make of it, without 
Scripture (and therefore in Point of Worſhip,againft it,according 
to the Proteffants, as afore) fo as to abuſe People about it, inho- 
nour of it. The Proteſtants at the Counci! of Baſil, maintained, 
That if Monkery was not of God, "twas of the Devil (Comenius 
Echlayon. Fiſt.) ſo faid Luther ofthe Pope. And what atuſmeſi, 
might ſorne ſay, to bow the Kneeto Chriſt's Image, to rake bis Be- 
ay,as they thought,in a Wafer C ake#n their Mouth | Were thole 
ftubborn and wiltul people, that would rather he burnt, thandoit, 
in Q. Mary's Cayes? What a rratter *twas, thought the Greeks, 
for the Jews to take a piece of Fleſh in their Mouth, to cſcape 
Death, in the Maccabees: andfor the Children in Dariel to feed 
of the King's Meat and Drink, The Commands ot Mcn ſeem 
light to them that know not or regard not theCommands of God. 
But we ſay as the Apoſtles Cid, *T #5 better ts obey God than Man. 
Some will ſay, It gives Offerce : ſo:41d the Preaching of the Croſs 
to Few and Gentile. Not to offend God is no Off-nce given to + 
Man, but tal;en by Man. To have a Conſcience voic of Offence 
towards God and Man was Paxt's | xerciſc,and fo 'tis curs; yet 
he did not forbear to obey God, ror did the other Apoſtles; be- 
caule Men took Off-nce at it, and chought they did God Service 
in-Killing them : & the Fen 5 were mad againft Pas! tor teachin 
the Gentiles not to obſerye their Law, though it was — 
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by God, a3 the Temple was, as theſe Traditions never were, but 
by the Pope,therr Lord Ged,as the Canoniſts call him,which makes 
them ſo mag againſt us,as threatning to bars, Never Uid Prote- 
ſtants ule to threaten ,to burn apt/'s, for nut keeping the Pope”: 
holy dayes. Never were She: p known to r orry Wolves, who arc 
diſtinguiſhed by their bloody Chaps, as Chry/oſt cm notes, though 
they may get on Sheeps Clothing : Chriſt gives a plainly diſcesn- 
ins difference, By their Fruits ye ſhall kzow them, whether they be 
Thorns and Thiftles,for they bear Prickles.Chrift notes his Shcep 
by bering his Voice : others hear only mens ve:cex. And hefſays, 
T hey are a Liitle Flick: but the Nations and National Worſhip- 
pers are Multitudes. A#the World wonders after the Beaſt, end 
| fay,Who is able to contend with himyto diſobey him,or ſay, What deſt 
thou 7 the ſpirit that rules in the Children of Diſobedience. But 
why may net we in this, as well as ſcyeral famous [earned of later 
times, who not only with the ancienteſt queſtioned it, but ſhewed 
theix Opinions againſt it. Wolphine lays, The Taxing was not 
likely to be 11 Winter, but Autumn, Dan. g. 1n the mid,” of the Week, 
he made the Sacrifice to eeaſe, which cnds in the moneth Ni/an,the 
firft moneth when he ſuffezed : Wo/phicu proves the ſame by two 
Reaſons, He ended the Shadows at the time they began, namely, the 
Paſch, Pentecoſt, and that in the ſeventh moneth. 2dly, The Jeiws, 
ſays he, reckon he was borit in ſuch 4 year, and inthebeginning of «a 
to be thirty years old at his Baptiſe. Alidleburgenſis ſays, The 
World was created in the Spring Equinox, therefore it was meet the 
Reſtauration to be at that tim? reſumed. But, ſaith Hoſpinian, if 
thoſe men that were ntar that Age knew it not, why ſhould we believe 
Midleburgenſis, Epiphanius,or thoſe that ſtireve for December 25 ? 
And why ſhould we this Author ? I have heard of {ome of late 
that have written of the Holineſs of Places allo (but Lhave not ſeen 
any) and that an eminent Manth the Church ſhew'd ſigns of Re- 
verence to a Place where a Conſecrated Fabrick had anciently 
ftond : As I remember I havercad that Pawls in London was the 
Temple of Diana, and Peters in Weſtminſter of Apollo, and fo of 
ſeveral other Places.And the Author of the Hiſtory of the Church 
of Great Rrittain, G.G, writes, That King Lucius here turned the 
Places of Arch Flamins of Heatheniſh /n/tsturion into 0 many Arch» 
Biſhopricks, { as Pantheon at Keme into All-Saints Ehurch ) 
and the [aces of Twenty Eight Flamins, or Jupiter's Prieſts, into 
- 
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fo many Biſhopricks ;, ard turned the Temples builded for the worſhip 
of Pagan Gods, nts Churches, for the Service of Jeſus Chrit ; 
and that ail the Poſſeſſions of the Heathen Flamins at Wincheſter, 
were conferred on Donatus the Biſhop and his Clergy there. And 
asI remember, Pope Gregory adviſed Auſtin to do the like among 
theSaxon:.So here is a very ancient Tradition for their Holy Pla- 
ces. Secing then they have made men tracle to be their Drudges, 
Lackyes and Executioners for them and their Informers for their 
lacred Revenue (as F.Se/den calls Tythes, in his Hiſtory of them, 
yet there blaming them that made the divine right of th: m their 
Plea) totheir Will-Worſhips (of whoſe Original much mighr 
be ſpoke too large for a Letter) and to their holy dayes and holy 
places, as hath becm here ſaid. What remains, but that they 
proceed to their holy Garments (as Cardinal Woolſey made the 
Engliſh Nobility bow to his Red Hat, ſo they) to their White 
Surplice, the Ornament, as Dr. Knewſtubbslaid, of the Priefts 
of ſis, the ancient Egyptian Goddels, ancienter than the Chil- 
dren of 1/rael being in e/£7pr, as ſome ſay, a very ancient Tra- 
dition, and as old as that of their bely day; unlcls by Saturn be 
unde1 ſtood Aolechor Bell, the S0n of Nimrod, the Nephew of 
Cham: an ancient Pedeg cc indeed of that Tradition; and as an- 
cient asany we read of, unlcfs that Cain's Offz1ing, as ſome are 
of opinion, were Tythes 0: Firſt Fruits, as F. Selden writes in 
the beginning of his Hiſtory ot tnem ; and (ſhews, that ſome have 
gone about to proveitfrom the Art Cabalitical inthe like num- 
ber of the Letters of Firſt Frustsand { ythes: & that is the higheſt 
we can go, or rather the low: ſt in fexriting them in the Burrows 
& Intrigues & Labyrinth: of their dark Tradition: : and there we 
leave them, |:ſt we lofe ourſelves. What muſt they do that 
know nothing of H:ſtory, {ave the Srrizture. (and ſcarce them) 
. the good Proteſtant Plea? Muſt they by an umplicit Faith believe 
as the Church believes, whic" they believe not to be the Church 
of Goa, notke p nz the Comman2s of God written in the heart, 
to love God with all the hear, and their Neighbonr as themſelves; 
to do a5 they wou'd be dene ro,'c. They that know nothing of His: 
ſtory way juſtly ſukpeft, who wa: the Inſtituter of this Feaſt, by 
oblerving who are the moſt zea!cus for it gand whoſe ſervice is 
done in it, Chriſt's or Antichrit”s. The Intereſt belgeaks the 
Au: 
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huthor. $9 that ſome, I remember, have written of it, That 
more ſolemn Service hath been done to Satan in the twelve days, than 
#7: th: whole year beſides. If the Kingdom of God confift in Mear 
or Dcink,or in re{pett of a Holy Day, and mens Chritsanity muſt 
he judged by that, we have Cars*:4ns by the Belly : And Bef 
mult be a God, for being a Be.'y-od. But the Apoſtle's Admo- 
nition to the truc Chriftiien- Romans was, Not in Gluttony and 
Drunkhenneſs, not in Chambering and Wantonne!', not 61 Strift and 
Enuvying ;, but put ye on the Lord Jeſs Chrift, and make not provs- 
ſcon for the fleſh to fulfi/ the luſts of it : And whether ye eat or drink, 
or whatſocver ye do, let all be done to the Fratſe and Glory of God. 


I am th, Friend, and all mens in the Truth, 


Richard Richardſon, 


A few more Quotations for' Confirmation of 
the fore-going. 


Laertina in vita Plat. Plato's Birth-day the ſame with Apele's, 
as this Author ſaith, was kept lately in Florerge by the Meadices. 

Calend. vet. Rom a G. Hewart, Certain Jays for the Births of 
Mars, Apollo, Diana, Minerva, the Muſes, Hercules, and other 
Gods ablerved. 

T. Largley's Abridgment of Polyd, Virgil, 1.6. c. 5. The man- 
ner of keeping holy Birth-dayes, much uſed if Rowe, though in 
Perſia firſt, 

Ignatimy 2 Epiſt. ad 1agn. mentions only the Commemorati- 
on of the Lord's Day,forbids ts fabbatize Fewiſhly but ſpiritually. 
He was the Diſciple of ?okn. Ifthat was not his, *twas later. 

Auguftine ad Faxuar. The Mercy of God would have the 
Church free. He lamented that in is time 'the Conditiqns of 
the Fews ſeemed more tolerable, ſubjeted only to Legat Bur- 
dens, not Human Traditions, 

Lib.Concord.c:p.14. Atan Aﬀembly of the Nobility aud Cler- 
ey of the Prote// ants,where three Eleftors were prelent, agreed, 
1 hat all Ceremoviegrere left free. And denyed all thar thought 
them cither to be Impoſcd, or ſubmitted to, when impoſed, in 
con..cluerſt-n ro Periccutors. THE END. - 


